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1
PC SECURE VIDEO PATH

This application is a continuation of prior U.S. Ser. No.
13/769,618, filed on Feb. 18, 2013, and entitled ‘“PC Secure
Video Path”, which is a continuation of prior U.S. Ser. No.
12/717,234, filed on Mar. 4, 2010, and entitled “PC Secure
Video Path”, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,424,099, the disclosures of
which are hereby incorporated by reference.

FIELD OF ART
Background

Hollywood’s film industry relies on a staged approach to
theatrical releases. A new movie is usually first released only
to movie theaters. Marketing efforts and popular opinion of a
film is often at its peak surrounding the film’s initial release,
and film studios look to recoup as much of their investment as
possible through ticket sales at the movie theater box offices.
A film cannot remain at the box office forever, though, and it
is eventually pulled from theaters to be released for sale or
rental on a physical medium (e.g., a Digital Video Disk—
DVD, Blu-Ray, etc.), or as a pay-per-view option in a
restricted environment, such as a cable television system,
satellite system, hotel system, or the like.

After the film has had its run in that sales and pay-per-view
stage, it may then be released to pay cable channels, such as
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, etc. After the cable chan-
nels have had their run with the film, the film may then be
released to an over-the-air television network, such as ABC,
CBS, NBC, etc., and may be made available for personal
computer download at websites associated with those televi-
sion networks, or on other Internet sites.

This staged, controlled, release is performed in order to
maximize revenue. Since movie piracy is the principal threat
to that revenue, it is not surprising that these stages begin with
the most restrictive and difficult to pirate (movie theaters),
and end with the least restrictive and easiest to pirate (over-
the-air broadcasts and Internet downloads).

Notably for the present discussion, the Internet download
option tends to be offered only towards the tail end of the
movie’s staged release, sometimes over a year after the mov-
ie’s theatrical release. This late timing is due to the inherent
insecurity of a personal computer (PC) platform. A wide array
of PC software tools (hacking programs, debuggers, etc.)
allows pirates to access an Internet movie download, break
whatever copy protection is included with the movie, and
copy it, so studios are loathe to release a movie for Internet
download too early in the release cycle.

However, since many of us spend more time with our
computers than our televisions, and since the marketing and
popularity of a film is often higher at the earlier stages in the
release cycle, studio revenues could be increased if new mov-
ies could be securely released to a wider audience in the
earlier stages of a release.

SUMMARY

This summary is not intended to identify critical or essen-
tial features of the inventions claimed herein, but instead
merely summarizes certain features and variations thereof.

A secure video content method may include detecting the
insertion of a portable security module, or electronic key safe,
on a personal computer coupled to an external network, using
the portable security module to create a secure video content
path within the personal computer, receiving secured and
unsecured content at the personal computer from the external
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network, routing the secured content to the secure video con-
tent path, and routing the unsecured content to a video content
path in the personal computer different from the secure video
content path.

In some embodiments, the portable security module may
be bound to a secure processor in the personal computer, and
may receive a new encryption key in response to the binding.
When secure content is requested, the portable security mod-
ule may supply different encryption keys to the secure content
processor, enabling the decryption and viewing of secured
content on the personal computer. Those keys may be passed
via a secure encrypted tunnel between the portable security
module and the on-board secure content processor in the
personal computer, which may make it difficult for a hacker to
obtain the key.

The personal computer for such a system may include a
security module interface, configured to connect to an exter-
nal security module, a secure video processor, configured to
process secured video content for display, and a processor,
configured to receive a content key from the external security
module via the security module interface, and supply the
content key to the secure video processor, wherein the secure
video processor is configured to decrypt secure video content
received from an external network using the content key.

The personal computer may also include a local wireless
network interface circuit, coupled to the processor, and con-
figured to access a local wireless network, a universal serial
bus (USB) interface for the security module, and an unse-
cured video processor, configured to process unsecured video
content for display, wherein the processor is configured to
forward unsecured video content to the unsecured video pro-
cessor for processing and display, and divert secured video
content to the secure video processor for processing and
display.

In some embodiments, the personal computer’s processor
may be further configured to automatically transmit, to an
external network, a binding request containing identification
information for the security module and the secure video
processor.

The portable security module may contain an interface
configured to attach to a personal computer interface, and a
processor, configured to identity a secure video processor of
a personal computer after the portable security module is
attached to the personal computer, determine a content key
needed by the secure video processor to decrypt secure con-
tent, and transmit the content key to the secure video proces-
sor in response to a user request to access the secure content.

The portable security module may be further configured to
establish an encryption key with the secure video processor of
the personal computer, and to use the encryption key when
transmitting the content key to the secure video processor.

The various features described above may be implemented
using a personal computer or processing device, which may
operate by executing computer-executable instructions for
performing the various features described. Accordingly,
some embodiments herein include the computer-readable
media storing those instructions.

Other details and features will also be described in the
sections that follow.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Some features herein are illustrated by way of example,
and not by way of limitation, in the figures of the accompa-
nying drawings and in which like reference numerals refer to
similar elements.



US 9,332,320 B2

3

FIG. 1 illustrates an example system on which features
described herein may be implemented.

FIG. 2 illustrates a portable security module, or electronic
key safe.

FIG. 3 illustrates additional details of the PC included in
the example system of FIG. 1, and of general PCs on which
various components described herein may be implemented.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example set of parallel content paths
within the PC shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 illustrates communication signaling steps for estab-
lishing a secure PC video path in one example embodiment
described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 illustrates, in one aspect described herein, basic
components of a system on which features described herein
may be implemented. The system may generally allow a user
ofthe PC 101 to access various content from the network 102,
such as any Internet content, video content (movies, televi-
sion shows, music, etc.). The features herein, however, may
also allow the user of the PC 101 to establish a parallel secure
video path within the PC 101 for the reception and viewing of
certain types of secured content. The secured content may be
the same as unsecured content (e.g., movies, television
shows, music, etc.), but with additional security features as
described herein. Other types of content, such as computer-
executable programs, data files, electronic books, still
images, audio files, etc., may be securely accessed as well.

The PC 101 may be any type of personal computer, such as
a desktop computer or laptop computer. The PC 101 may
initially be considered unsecured from the point of view of the
content source 103 (as contrasted with, for example, secured
devices such as a dedicated cable television set-top box, sat-
ellite decoder box, hotel set-top-box, etc.). Unsecured
devices may be devices that are not initially provided by the
content source 103, or entities having the authority of the
content source 103 to distribute content. Other types of unse-
cured computing devices, such as cell phones, personal data
assistants (PDAs), etc. may also benefit from the features
herein.

The PC 101 may be connected to a communication net-
work 102, and may ultimately receive the secured content
from content source 103 over the network 102. Network 102
may be any type of information communication network,
such as the Internet. The physical structures of the network
102 may be of any type, such as coaxial cable network, fiber
optic cable network, hybrid fiber (coax and fiber) cable net-
work, telephone (land or cellular) network, satellite network,
etc.

Content source 103 may be any type of computing device
that is configured to supply secured content, such as secured
video content, over the network 102. Source 103 may be, for
example, a movie studio’s download server, which may be
configured to offer secure movie downloads to customers
who wish to view a movie during an early release cycle stage
(e.g., while the movie is in theaters, or when the movie has
been released for rental). As another example, the content
source 103 may be a server at a local cable television head-
end, supplying video content to cable subscribers, or any
online video content supplier (e.g., an Internet supplier). The
physical layout of the source 103 may take any desired form,
such as a computing platform having components similar to
those found in PC 101 (discussed in greater detail below).

To create the secure video path for the PC 101, the user may
first insert a portable security module or electronic key safe
104 into the unsecure PC 101. Security module 104 may be a
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Universal Serial Bus (USB) dongle, such as a keychain
dongle or “thumb” drive, that can be inserted into the PC 101
to establish the secure video path within the PC 101. The
security module 104 may then communicate, via PC 101 and
network 102, with various external entities to obtain authori-
zation for accessing secured content, and to establish a secure
video path within the PC 101. Those external entities may
include, for example, one or more sources of content 103, a
cable television (or network) headend 105, a trusted authority
106, and any other desired type of networked computing
device. The headend 105 may include any additional desired
components. For example, a headend 105 may include a
computing device serving as an authentication proxy to assist
in authenticating clients that sign onto the network. The
trusted authority 106 may be an entity that is trusted by the
content source 103, the maker of the PC 101, and the maker of
the security module 104 to maintain and use secret encryption
keys and digital signature keys for the source 103, PC 101 and
security module 104.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example configuration for the security
module 104. As noted above, the security module 104 may be
a portable device having an interface 201 that allows it to be
coupled to an unsecure PC 101. The interface 201 may be, for
example, a Universal Serial Bus (USB) format interface,
although other interface formats may be used as well. For
example, formats such as ISO-7816 (Smart Card), IEEE-
1394 (Fire Wire), PCI, PCI Express and Ethernet, may alter-
natively be used.

The security module 104 may include a security processor
202, which may be a microprocessor or programmable logic
circuit configured to execute instructions stored on a memory
203 to perform features described herein. Memory 203 may
be any desired type of memory, such as a FLASH memory.
The module 104 may include a secure portion 204 of memory.
Access to the secure portion 204 of memory may be restricted
to avoid compromise through hacking. The type of restriction
may include a password-restricted access, such that a prede-
termined password must be used to access contents of the
memory. Additionally, the secure portion 204 of memory may
have its contents encrypted using any desired encryption
algorithm. Any necessary password and decryption key may
be coded into the security processor 202’s operating code, a
portion of which may be embedded within the processor 202
itself.

During manufacture, or at any point prior to distribution to
the public, the security module 104 may undergo a security
procedure keying operation. During that procedure, the secu-
rity module 104 may be assigned a globally unique identifi-
cation value, and one or more keys for encryption and/or
secure signing, and this data may be stored in the memory
203, 204 of the module. The identification value may be, for
example, a media access control (MAC) address, and may be
stored in the common area of memory 203. The keys may be
stored in the secure memory 204, and may be established for
any desired type of encryption, such as RSA (Rivest-Shamir-
Adleman), DES (Data Encryption Standard), AES (Ad-
vanced Encryption Standard), Triple-DES, etc. The trusted
authority 106 may separately retain a database in a memory
(e.g., similar to the hard drive 303 or other memory compo-
nents of PC 101) correlating the various security module 104
identities and their corresponding keys.

For increased security, the trusted authority’s database may
omit storing the private keys for modules that use asymmetric
encryption algorithms and have public/private key pairs, such
as RSA. In those situations, the trusted authority 106 might
only store the public keys for the modules, correlated to the
various modules’ identities.
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FIG. 3 illustrates example components of the system
shown in FIG. 1. The unsecure PC 101 may include a display
101a, a housing 1015 for various internal components (which
may be part of the display 101a, if desired), and various user
input devices 101¢, such as a keyboard, mouse, touch screen
or touch pad input, etc. Additional output devices, such as an
audio output device (such as speakers, headphones, etc.—not
illustrated) may also be included.

Of course, this example is merely an example, and other
configurations (e.g., having more or fewer components,
duplicate/combined components, etc.) may be used for PC
101. Additionally, the configuration shown in FIG. 3 may also
be used to implement any of the other components described
herein, with computer-executable instructions stored on
memory (e.g., hard drive 303, RAM 305, etc.) that, when
executed by a processor (e.g., processor 301), cause the com-
ponent to perform as described herein.

The PC 101 may include one or more processors 301,
which (like security processor 202) may be a microprocessor
of programmable logic circuit configured to execute instruc-
tions to perform the various features described herein. Those
instructions may be stored, for example, on an internal read-
only memory (ROM), which may contain the built-in operat-
ing system (BIOS) for the PC 101. The instructions may also
be stored in other areas of memory as well, such as a hard
drive 303, removable media 304 (e.g., floppy disk, FLASH
drive, CD-ROM, DVD-ROM, etc.), or even in random-access
memory (RAM) 305.

The PC 101 may include an interface 306 that is configured
to communicate with the interface 201 on security module
104. For example, the interface 306 may be a USB port. The
PC 101 may also include a network interface circuit 307,
which the PC 101 may use to communicate with any desired
external network. The network interface circuit 307 may
include a local wireless network interface, such as for a
WiMAX network, BLUETOOTH network, an ANSI 802.11x
network, or any other local wireless network, and may
include one or more wireless antennas. The interface circuit
307 may also support longer-range wireless networking, such
as cellular telephone wireless networks, satellite, etc. The
interface 307 need not be limited to wireless networks, and
may alternatively include support for wired networks as well,
such as Ethernet, cable television, etc.

The PC 101 may also include a video processor 308, which
may be any desired type of processor or circuit that supplies
the display 101« with images to show a user. For example, a
video processor 308 may be a video graphics card. The video
processor 308 may include any desired type of hardware
and/or software configuration to receive, decode and display
video data received from the network 102 (which may be
processed by other devices, such as network input/output 307
and/or a processor 301 first.

The PC 101 may also include a secure video processor 309.
The secure video processor 309 may include additional hard-
ware and/or software to handle the reception, decrypting,
decoding and/or display of video data that has been secured in
a desired manner. For example, some incoming streams of
video data (e.g., a stream of a new release movie) may be
encrypted, and the secure video processor may be configured
to handle the decryption of that incoming stream. In some
embodiments, the security module 104 may create a secure
communication link (e.g., a tunnel) with the secure video
processor 309, and may use that link to supply the secure
video processor 309 with the necessary key(s) (e.g., a content
key) to decrypt an incoming stream. That incoming stream
may be decrypted within the secure video processor 309, and
the resulting decrypted stream may be supplied to the video
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6

processor 308 for output on the display 101a. Additional
discussion of how such secured content may be processed
within the PC 101 appears further below.

The secure video processor 309 may be a separate compo-
nent from the video processor 308. For example, the video
processor 309 may be a plug-in module that attaches to an
expansion slot (e.g., a PCI—Peripheral Component Intercon-
nect—expansion slot) on a PC 101 motherboard, or attaches
directly to the video processor 308 itself. Alternatively, the
secure video processor 308 may be formed as a sub-compo-
nent of the video processor 308 itself.

Like the security module 104, the secure video processor
309 may also undergo a security procedure keying operation
during manufacture, and may be assigned a unique identifi-
cation value and one or more private keys for signing and/or
encryption. Those keys may be stored in a secure memory
310, which may be an internal component of the secure video
processor 309 (or its circuitry).

During operation, the processor 301 may be programmed
to receive incoming communications, and to divert all com-
munications containing secured content to the secure video
processor 309 for handling. That secure content may be iden-
tified by, for example, a predetermined header value indicat-
ing secure treatment. Unsecured video content may be for-
warded to the video processor 308 for handling, and the PC
101 may switch between the two video processors depending
on the content chosen for viewing.

FIG. 4 is a logical diagram illustrating an example set of
parallel content paths (video as the example) through PC 101,
where data for unsecured content may pass through path 401,
and data for secured content may pass through secure video
path 401. In both paths, the content may be received from
network 102 at the network interface 307, although they may
be received as separate logical streams carried over the same
physical interface (e.g., MPEG2, IPTV streams, MPEG4,
fragmented MPEG4, progressive download, etc., streams car-
ried over a coaxial or fiber optic cable). The content may be
processed by a processor 301 for receipt. The unsecured
content data, which may be a cleartext (e.g., unencrypted)
video stream, may be forwarded directly to the video proces-
sor 308 for decoding and display. The secured content, how-
ever, may be in encrypted form, and may be passed to secure
video processor 309. The secure video processor 309 may
confirm that the secure stream is authorized for viewing by
the user (e.g., the secure stream may identify the secure video
processor 309 as being authorized, or may be encrypted using
akey that can only be decrypted by the secure video processor
309), and the secure video processor 309 may then decrypt
the stream and assemble a cleartext video stream to supply to
the video processor 308 to decode and send to display 101a.

FIG. 5 illustrates example communication signals used to
establish a secure PC video path, and the sequence of these
signals may be viewed as a process occurring after the user
has inserted a new security module 104 into the PC 101. In
step 501, the security module may send a request to the secure
video processor 309 to obtain the unique identification for the
processor 309. In step 502, the processor 309 may respond
with that information, and in step 503, the security module
104 and secure video processor 309 may establish a secure
tunnel between the two for communication. That secure tun-
nel may involve, for example, the two of them using their own
respective private keys to establish a secure session key used
for communications between the two.

In step 504, the security module 104 may transmit a key
request message to authenticate itself to the trusted authority
106. The key request message 504 may include identification
of the authentication proxy (e.g., in headend 105), identifica-



US 9,332,320 B2

7

tion of the security module 104, and identification of the
secure video processor 309, and may inform the trusted
authority 106 that this particular security module 104 will be
using the identified proxy and processor. To demonstrate its
authenticity, the security module 104 may include in the key
request a hashed value of the security module 104’s private
key. The message (or portions thereof) may be encrypted by
the security module 104 using a private encryption key, so that
intermediaries (such as the authentication proxy in headend
105) may be deterred from accessing the message contents. In
FIG. 5, the box at the headend 105 represents such a proxying
of'the communication, where the headend 105 merely passes
along at least a portion of the key request message (without
decrypting or accessing that portion). A similar proxying may
be conducted for the response, discussed below.

Upon receiving the key request message, the trusted
authority 106 may consult its own stored database to deter-
mine the private key(s) that are supposed to correspond to the
identified security module 104 (as noted above, that database
may be populated at the time the security module 104 is
manufactured). The trusted authority 106 can perform the
same hash on the private key(s), and compare the results with
the hashed value in the key request message. If the hashed
values match, then the trusted authority 106 can conclude that
the key request message truly originated from the security
module 104. Of course, if portions of the key request message
were encrypted by the security module 104, then the trusted
authority 106 may use the private key(s) from its database to
decrypt the message contents, and a successful decryption
would also demonstrate that the key request message was
authentic.

It the security module’s identity corresponds to the hashed
private key, the key request message is authenticated, and the
trusted authority may store information correlating the secu-
rity module 104 with the proxy 105 and secure video proces-
sor 309 identified in the message. The trusted authority may
then transmit a key response message 505 to the security
module 104, containing authentication proxy (in headend
105) private keys that can be used to securely communicate
with the proxy 105. Those private keys may include, for
example, encryption and/or signing keys used by the authen-
tication proxy. Although message 505 is illustrated with a
block for the proxy, a portion of the message 505 (or a sepa-
rate message) may be directed to the authentication proxy,
informing it of the private keys that will be used by the
security module 104.

When the security module 104 contains the authentication
proxy private keys, it is ready to begin secure communica-
tions with the proxy. To begin, the security module 104 may
transmit a client sign-on request 506 to inform the proxy that
it has been authenticated by the trusted authority, and to
identify capabilities of the security module 104. The sign-on
request may include session key and/or identification infor-
mation for communicating with the proxy and information
identifying the software client(s) and/or hardware capabili-
ties of the security module 104, and may be signed by the
security module 104’s signing key and encrypted using the
authentication proxy’s encryption key. The sign-on request
506 may also include a hashed version of the security module
104’s own signing and/or encryption keys, to assist in dem-
onstrating to the proxy that the request is authentic.

The authentication proxy (e.g., in headend 105) may
receive the sign-on request, and then validate the request by
checking to confirm that the request was properly encrypted
using the authentication proxy’s encryption key, signed using
the security module 104’s signing key, and containing the
correct hashed version of the security module 104 signing
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and/or encryption keys. Then, the proxy may record informa-
tion identifying the client capabilities of the security module
104, and may record session information (session keys, ses-
sion ID values, etc.) to establish the secure session with the
security module 104.

The proxy may then transmit a sign-on confirmation mes-
sage 507 back to the security module 104, informing it that
the sign-on was successful. The message may include instruc-
tions telling the security module 104 to download one or more
software applications that are necessary or desirable for oper-
ating with the proxy’s network. Those applications may be
transmitted with the confirmation message, or they may be
transmitted separately (e.g., on a periodic basis to all serviced
PCs).

The proxy may also transmit a registered device message
508 to the content source 103, informing it of the authenti-
cated security module 104, and providing the module 104’s
identification and public key information.

When the user of PC 101 wishes to access secured content,
the user may indicate such a request to PC 101. This may be
accomplished, for example, by the user navigating to an Inter-
net site of content source 103, and selecting a piece of secured
content for access. As noted above, the secured content may
be any amount and type of data, including audio/video pro-
gramming (e.g., television shows, movies, music, audio
files), software (e.g., computer programs), or other types of
data. When the PC 101 receives such a request, it may transfer
a content request message 509 to the content source 103. That
request may identify the security module 104, and may also
identify the user him/her self, as well as the requested content.
The request may be encrypted by the security module 104°s
encryption key, signed by its signing key, or both, and the
content source 103 will be able to use the key information
previously received from the authentication proxy in the reg-
istered device message 508 to verify that the user’s request is
genuine. The content source 103 may determine whether the
requested access is to be permitted (based on whether the user
has sufficiently paid for the content, or is subscribed to the
content source 103, or has sufficient funds in an account at the
source 103 to pay for the download, etc.).

If the content request is to be approved, then the content
source 103 may transmit a content approval message 510 to
the security module. That message 510 may contain a key
(e.g., a control word) needed for decrypting the requested
content, and may be encrypted using the security module
104°s own public encryption key. Alternatively, the message
may be encrypted and/or signed using the AP keys. The
message 510 may also include usage rules governing the
permitted usage of the requested content. The usage rules
may specify a permitted (or restricted) display resolution, a
time period for access, number of simultaneous or sequential
accesses, efc.

In response, the security module 104 may transmit a con-
trol word message 511 to the secure video processor 309,
informing the secure video processor 309 of the control word
to be used for the requested content, and of the terms of
access. That message 511 may be encrypted using the secure
video processor 309°s own public encryption key, or what-
ever key protocols were used to establish the tunnel in 503.
The secure video processor 309 may store that control word in
secure memory 310.

Then, the content source 103 may begin transmitting the
stream of encrypted content packets 512 to the PC 101. The
stream 512 may contain multiple packets of information, and
may include one or more header packets having a predeter-
mined value or code that identifies the stream as being an
encrypted content authorized by the security module 104, and
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the PC’s processor 301 may route the incoming packets of
that stream to the secure video processor 309 for handling,
instead of to the normal (unsecure) video processor 308.
Since the stream 512 is encrypted for use with the control
word, which was supplied in encrypted form to the security
module 104, the processor 301 lacks the ability to decrypt the
stream on its own, and any hacker using monitoring software
onthe processor 301 to read the stream would only receive the
encrypted version of the stream 512 data. The secure video
processor 309 possess the control word (via a secure tunnel
from the security module 104), and is able to decrypt and
display the secured content, but since the control word is sent
over the secure tunnel with the security module 104, a hacker
will encounter difficulty determining that control word.
Accordingly, a secure video path may be established within
the PC 101, in which secure video (or other) content may be
passed from the network interface 307, to the processor 301,
to the secure video processor 309, and out to the video pro-
cessor 308 and display 101a, and the path may be secured
using a key that was securely provided to the portable security
module 104, so that video security may be added to an unse-
cured PC 101 simply with the addition of the module 104.

When the user no longer wishes to access the secured
content, the user may enter an input to the PC 101 (e.g., by
clicking on an Internet page element, pressing a button on the
keyboard, etc.), and the PC 101 may inform the security
module 104 that access is to be ceased. In response, the
security module 104 may transmit a cease access message
513 informing the secure video processor 309 to terminate the
decryption process. A cease access message 514 may also be
passed on to the authentication proxy 105, which may inform
the content source 103 to terminate the transmission of the
secure content.

Although one example embodiment is described above,
other alternate embodiments and modifications may be used.
For example, and as noted above, the network interface 307
may be a wireless interface. The entire PC 101 may be a
laptop computer using such a wireless interface (e.g., ANSI
802.11), such that a user can convert their laptop computer
into a secure device for accessing video content from, for
example, their cable company via a secure Internet download.
The use of the security module 104, with the authentication
proxy 105 and the secure path within the laptop PC 101,
assuages the content provider’s concerns that the delivered
content will be “hacked” or otherwise made available in
unencrypted form, and the simple USB form factor of the
security module 104 makes it easy to use.

As one modification, different parts of the secured content
may be secured using different control words. For example,
the audio and video portions of a movie may be encrypted by
the content provider 103 with different control words, and
supplied as separate streams. To support such an embodi-
ment, the secure video processor 309 (which may also handle
non-video signals, such as audio) may be configured to sup-
port multiple streams 512 and control words simultaneously.

Additionally, the various elements described above may be
subdivided and/or combined in any desired manner, and some
elements may be omitted. Also, although FIG. 3 illustrates
internal components of an example PC 101, similar compo-
nents may be used to implement any of the other elements
described herein (e.g., the headend 105, the authentication
proxy, the trusted authority 106, the content source 103, etc.),
and all of these components may include a processor (such as
processor 301) configured to operate in the manner described.
That configuration may be accomplished using computer-
executable instructions, executed by the processor, and those
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instructions may be stored on a computer-readable medium,
such as any of the memory elements shown in FIG. 3 or
discussed above.

In some embodiments, the security module’s secure
memory 310 may be volatile, and may be configured to reset
to a blank state each time the security module 104 is removed
from the PC 101 or otherwise reset. In this manner, the user
can use the portable security module 104 with difterent PC
101’s around the user’s home (although a new binding pro-
cess may occur when the device is placed on a new PC).

The above description and drawings are illustrative only.
The features herein are not limited to the illustrated embodi-
ments, and all embodiments of the invention need not neces-
sarily achieve all of the advantages or purposes, or possess all
characteristics, identified herein. Additionally, the various
components described above may be combined, or divided, in
any desired manner. For example, various components may
be combined into a single unit. As another example, the
features of the trusted authority 106 may be distributed to
other elements in the system, such as the previously-men-
tioned authentication proxy. As another example, the portable
security module 104 may be integrated with the other com-
ponents of the PC, such as the secure video processor 309.

In some embodiments, the PC’s secure video processor
309 may include a built-in security module that operates in
the same manner as security module 104. Inserting the por-
table security module 104 may, in those embodiments, dis-
able the built-in security module in the processor 309, and the
PC may operate using the security module 104 instead of the
one that was on board in the original processor 309. In this
manner, security may be renewed if the original security
module is compromised.

As another modification, the security can be built-into the
security module 104. The FIG. 5 example illustrates a down-
loadable security process, in which the client issues a sign-on
request (506) and receives a confirmation 507 that may
require the module to download additional security applica-
tions for configuration (e.g., software defining personality
characteristics of the module). That example is a download-
able security example. The modification here can skip that
download of additional security configuration applications.
relying instead on the security module 104 having the security
configuration code already stored therein. In such an alterna-
tive embodiment, the client sign-on request 506 and confir-
mation 507 can simply involve the client logging on to the
network, and runtime download can be minimized. the key
request/response 504/505 can also take place after the authen-
tication (instead of before the sign-on, as illustrated in FIG.
5). The sign-on and confirmation can simply be an authenti-
cation process to verify the client’s identity using any desired
type of challenge/response system. For example, the sign-on
can involve the requesting client signing a piece of data to
satisfy a challenge and prove its identity. The headend 105
can also issue a challenge/response to the client as well.

The invention claimed is:

1. A media method, comprising:

detecting, by a computing device, insertion of a security

module and in response thereto establishing a secure
tunnel between the security module and a secure video
processor of the computing device;

generating, by the computing device and on behalf of the

security module, a key request message comprising an
identification of the security module and an identifica-
tion of the secure video processor of the computing
device;

receiving an authentication in response to the key request

message and supplying the authentication to the security
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module via the secure tunnel, wherein the authentication
comprises a key response message comprising one or
more keys associated with an authentication proxy;

sending, by the computing device and to the authentication
proxy, a client sign-on request identifying the security
module; and

using the security module and the secure video processor to

process secured content for presentation to a user.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the key request message
further comprises an identification of the authentication
proxy.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the client sign-on
request comprises information identifying capabilities of the
security module.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the client sign-on
request comprises information identifying one or more soft-
ware clients of the security module.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the client sign-on
request comprises a hashed version of a signing key or
encryption key of the security module.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a user request for access to the secured content;

and

in response to the user request,

transmitting a content request message by the comput-
ing device;

receiving a response to the content request message and
forwarding the response to the content request mes-
sage to the security module;

receiving, from the security module in response to the
response to the content request message, a content
key; and

using the content key to decrypt the secured content.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising:

routing, by the computing device, encrypted video content

to the secure video processor; and

routing unencrypted video content to an unsecure video

processor of the computing device, wherein the unse-
cure video processor is not provided with the content
key.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

storing the one or more keys in a memory of the security

module; and

deleting the one or more keys from the memory inresponse

to removal of the security module from the computing
device.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the client sign-on
request is encrypted using the one or more keys.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

diverting, by a processor of the computing device to the

secure video processor, communications comprising the
secured content.

11. A method comprising:

detecting, by a computing device, insertion of a security

module and establishing a secure tunnel between the
security module and a secure video processor of the
computing device;

generating, by the computing device and on behalf of the

security module, a key request message comprising an
identification of the security module and an identifica-
tion of the secure video processor of the computing
device;

receiving a response in response to the key request message

and supplying the response to the security module via
the secure tunnel;

using the security module and secure video processor to

process secured content for presentation to a user;
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receiving a user request for access to the secured content;

and

in response to the user request,

transmitting a content request message by the comput-
ing device;
receiving a response to the content request message and
forwarding the response to the content request mes-
sage to the security module;
receiving, from the security module in response to the
response to the content request message, a content
key; and
using the content key to decrypt the secured content.
12. The method of claim 11, further comprising:
sending, by the security module and to an authentication
proxy, a client sign-on request comprising information
identifying the security module and capabilities of the
security module.

13. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

routing, by the computing device, encrypted video content

to the secure video processor; and

routing unencrypted video content to an unsecure video

processor of the computing device, wherein the unse-
cure video processor is not provided with the content
key.

14. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

receiving, by the computing device, the content key and

forwarding the content key to the security module via the
secure tunnel.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein the response in
response to the key request message comprises one or more
keys for use in securely communicating with an authentica-
tion proxy.

16. A method comprising:

detecting, by a computing device, insertion of a security

module and in response thereto establishing a secure
tunnel between the security module and a secure video
processor of the computing device;

generating, by the computing device and on behalf of the

security module, a key request message comprising an
identification of the security module and an identifica-
tion of the secure video processor of the computing
device;

receiving a response in response to the key request message

and supplying the response to the security module via
the secure tunnel, wherein the response comprises one or
more keys;

sending, by the computing device and to an authentication

proxy, a client sign-on request encrypted using the one
or more keys;

transmitting, by the computing device and to a content

source, a content request message identifying the secu-
rity module;

receiving, by the computing device and from the content

source, secured content; and

using the security module and the secure video processor to

process the secured content for presentation to a user.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising:

receiving, by the computing device and from the content

source, one or more control words and forwarding the
one or more control words to the security module via the
secure tunnel.

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising:

receiving, by the computing device and from the security

module, the one or more control words via the secure
tunnel; and

decrypting the secured content using the one or more con-

trol words.
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19. The method of claim 16, wherein the client sign-on
request comprises a hashed version of a signing key or
encryption key of the security module.

20. The method of claim 16, further comprising:

diverting, by a processor of the computing device to the 5

secure video processor, communications comprising the
secured content.
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